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The  retail  value  of  per  caprta  consumption  of  eggs,  disposable  income  per 
person,  and  unit  cost  of  eggs  to  consumers  are  all  expected  to  reach  record  levels 
in  1918.  Consumption  of  eggs  per  person,  however,  will  be  slightly  above  1 916  and 
somewhat  below  the  1915  record.  Substantial  increases  in  prices  of  eggs  during 
1917  and  1918  account  for  practically  all  of  the  35-percent  increase  in  retail 
value  from  1916  to  1918.  During  the  same  period,  disposable  income  per  person 
went  up  15-percent. 
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The  Poultry  sad  Egg  Situation  at  a  Glance 


Item  : 

Unit 

Honth  : 

Average 

:  I9U7 

:  19Ug 

Mil.  doc. 

Sept. 

2U2.2 

280,5 

29U.7 

Average  number  of  layers  on  farms  . : 

Million 

do. 

290.  g 

315.1 

306.5 

Hunter 

do. 

10.0 

10.7 

11.5 

Cosaents 


Apparent  civilian  per  capita  dis- 
appearance   


Frozen  egg  production   

Dried    egg  production   

Prices  received  by  farmers 


do. 
Mil.  lb. 

do. 


,  :Ct.  per  dot. 


Prices  received  by  farmers  as  a 
percentage  of  parity   


Retail  price  (BAE) 
Egg-feed  ratio   


Stocks:  1/ 
Shell  ... 


Frozen   

Dried   

Chicks  hatched   

Potential  layers  on  farms  1/  .... 

Hens  and  pullets  of  laying  age. 

Pullets  not  of  laying  age   

Farm  price  of  poultry  ration  .... 


Percent 
;Ct.  per  doz. 
i  Lb.  feed 

t 

:  1,000  cases 
:  do. 

;  Mil.  lb. 

1 

:  Million 

i  do. 

:  do. 

:  do. 

:  do. 


do. 
do. 
do. 

do. 

do. 
Aug. 
Sept. 

do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


26.2 


31.6 
97 

1+0.1 

13.7 


Chickens 


Prices  received  by  fanners  for 
chickens   


:Ct.  per  lb.  :  Sept.  20.1 

:  : 


Prices  received  by  farmers  as  per- 
centage of  parity  

Retail  price  of  chickens  (BAE)  ... 

Prices  received  by  farmers  for 
turkeys   


. :  Percent 
,:Ct.  per  lb. 


do.  115 


do. 


Aug. 
Sept . 


Stocks:  1/ 

Poultry,  excluding  turkeys 


29^.7  1  5  percent  above  a  year  earlier. 
Down  2  percent  from  year  ago. 
Record;  g  percent  above  laBt  Sept. 


2g.g 
9.2 
0.2 

53-0 

l6k 
66.6 
11.3 


5lA 

96 

69A 

13.1 


27.9  31-9 


103 


3^.g  hs.2 
22. g  33-8 


112 

55-5 

^3.3 


Turkeys   

Chicken-feed  ratio   

Turkey-feed  ratio   

Receipts  of  poultry  at  Central 
Western  Primary  Markets,  per 
plant   


Mil.  lb. 

do. 

9^.9 

I66.7 

g3-8 

Half  last  year  and  belov  average. 

do. 

do. 

15.5 

39-0 

1U.9 

Less  than  half  year  ago. 

Lb.  feed 

do. 

8.7 

6.0 

g.l 

Amout  same  as  month  earlier. 

do. 

do. 

9-7 

7-2 

11.0 

More  favorable  then  month  earlier. 

1,000  lb. 

do. 

31. g 

32-3 

29-3  i 

Smallest  since  I9U1. 

Increased  production  prevented 
greater  seasonal  rise. 


Highest  on  record  for  month. 

Continued  improvement  in  recent 
months. 


5.506 

2,g0U 

3.289 

Lowest  on  record  with  exception 

5,262 

last  year. 

5.780 

5.369 

Continued  heavy  out-movement 

36.2 

in  Sept. 

27.2 

Mostly  USDA  owned. 

27.7 

3^.0 

V+.5 

Egg  supply  restricting  output  in 

face  of  current  heavy  demand. 

510.5 

532.8 

50U.g 

5  percent  below  last  year. 

305.0 

33^.6 

32U.g 

Hens  2  percent  off;  laying  pullets 

U  percent  down. 

205.5 

198.3 

180.0 

Down  9  percent  from  last  year. 

Highest  on  record  for  month. 

Highest  on  record  for  month. 
Little  change    from  August. 


XJ  End  of  month. 
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THE    POULTRY    A  N  D    EGG  SITUATION 


Approved  by  the  Outlook  and  Situation  Board,  October  25,  1948 

Production  of  eggs  on  farms  in  the  United  States  during  the  first 
9  months  of  1948  Was  about  1-  percent  below  the  .  sane  period  of  1947.  Total 
output  has  been  maintained  by  an  increasing  rate  of  lay,  despite  the  fact 
that  the  number  of  layers  has  been  smaller.    Both  farm  and  retail  prices  of 
eggs  have  averaged  slightly  higher  than  last  year,  but  farm  prices-  have. .. . 
averaged  lower  in  relation  to  parity  prices  than  in  1947.    However,  support 
purchases  have  been  substantially  smaller  than  last  year. 

Farm  and  retail  prices  of  chickens  and  farm  prices  for  turkeys  have 
been  at  record  levels  all  through,  1948 .     In  addition,  with  declining  feed 
prices,  the . egg-feed ,  chicken-feed,  and  turkey-feed  price  ratios  have  all 
become  considerably  more  favorable  in  recent  months.     Consequently,  larger^ 
numbers  of  farm  chickens  and  turkeys  are  likely  to  be  raised  in  1949  than  in 
1948.    However,  marketings  of  eggs,  farm  chickens,  and  turkeys  are  not  likely 
to  exceed  this  yearns  levels  before  the  latter  half  of  1949.  -  Insofar  as 
total  chicken  meat  is  concerned,  the  decrease  in  farm  chickens  raised  in  1948 
is  expected  to  be  partially  offset  by.  expanded  production  of  commercial 
broilers  during  the  last  quarter  of  1948  and  the  first  half  of  1949. 

Supplies  of  eggs  available  to  consumers  in  the  remainder  of  1948' are 
likely  to  be  about  the  same  as   in  1947,  with  prices  probably  higher.  Prices 
for  chickens  and  turkeys  are  likely  to  be  higher  in  the  last  quarter  of  1948 
than  they  were  a  year  earlier,  and  marketings  somewhat  smaller.    Turkeys  may 
begin  to,  move  to. market  in  volume  earlier  this  year  than  last,  and  supplies 
for  the  holiday  seasons  will  be  smaller. 

Compared  with  1935-39,  a  greater  proportion  of  total  United  States 
supplies  of  eggs  is  how  furnished  by  the  North 'Atlantic  and  West  North 
Central  regions.     Production  of  commercial  broilers  since  1935-39  has  in- 
creased relatively  more  in  the  South  Atlantic  region  than  in  the  other 
regions.    Relative  proportions  of  the  total  United  States  numbers  of  turkeys 
raised  by  the  North  Atlantic,  East  North  Central,  South  Atlantic,  and  Western 
regions  are  greater  than  in  the  prewar  period.    This  reflects  partly  the 
ability  of  producers"  to  overcome  turkey  disease  hazards  in  areas  'nearer 
market  outlets. 

Disposable  income  per  person,  and  -retail  values  of  per  capita  con- 
sumption of  eggs  and  chickens  are  all  expected  to  reach  record  levels  in 
1948.     Per  capita  consumption  of  eggs  in  1948  will  be  about  the  same  as  in 
1947,  but  per  capita  consumption  of  chickens  and  turkeys  will  be  lower. 

THE  CURRENT  SITUATION 

Egg  Production  in  First  Three  Quarters  of, 
1948  About  lTercent  Under  T'947  "  : 


Farm  production  of  eggs  in  the  United  States  during  the  first  9  months 
of  1948  totaled  about  3,698  million  dozen  eggs,  1  percent  below  the  January- 
September  1947  total.     However,  production  in  August  of  1948  was  3  percent 
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higher-,  and  in  September  1948,  5  percent  above  the  corresponding  months  of 
last  year.    For  1948  as  a  whole,  production  of  eggs  on  farms  is  likely  to 
be  slightly  under  1947. 

Total  production,  of  eggs  in  the  United  States  is  likely  to  be  about 
the  sane  in  1949  as  in  194 8>    Slightly  lower  production  in  the  first  half 
due  tc  the  smaller  number  of  layers  indicated  for  January  1,' 1949  is  ex- 
pected -co  be  offset  by  heavier  production  later  in  the  year  from,  increased 
numbers  of  pullets  raised  for  flock  replacements. 

Fewer  Layers  Than  Year  Ago 
~  indicated  for  January  1 


As  of  October  1,  1948,  there  were  about  505  million  potential  layers 
on  farms,,  5  percent  fewer,  than  on  October  1,  1947.    At  197  million,,  the 
number  of  hens  was  down  2  percent.,  but  the  total  of  308. million  pullets  was 
7  percent  small.era     Consequently,  a  larger  percentage  of  the  potential 
layers  on  October  1,  1948  are  hens  than  was  true  a  year  earlier.  Numbers 
of  potential  layers  October  1,  1948.  as  a  percentage  of  October  1,  1947,  by 
regions,  were  as. follows:    North  Atlantic,  93;  East  North  Central,  95;  West 
North  Central,  91j  South  Atlantic,  96;  South  Central,  94;  and  Western,  102. 

In  recommending  a  goal  of  425  million  potential  layers  on  farms 
January/-  1,  1949,  the  Department  of  Agriculture  suggests  that  producers  who 
have  satisfactory  ma.rket  outlets  should  carry  over  into  next  year  as  many 
healthy  hens  and  pullets  as  is  consistent  with  good  management  practices. 
Feed  supplies  will  be  abundant,  and  the  1949  rate  of  lay  may  reach  13  D  eggs 
per  hen  housed.    Therefore,  it  was  emphasized  that  the  suggested  number 
would  make  it  possible  tc  meet  all  requirements  for  noncivilian  use  in  1949 
and  provide  at  least  380  eggs  per  capita  for  civilian  use.    This  would  be 
about  the  same  civilian  per  capita  consumption  as  in  1947  and  1948. 

For  individual  regions,  goals  were  in  each,  case  somewhat  in  excess  of 
the  number  which  would  be  indicated  by  the  observed  trend  in  the  carry-over 
of  potential  layers  from  August  1  to  the  following  January  1,  but  about  in 
line  with  percentage  carry-overs  in  some  previous  years. 

In  order  to  achieve  the  January  1,  1949  national  goal  suggested,  pro- 
ducers would  need  to  retain  about  84  percent  of  the  potential  layers  on  farms 
October  1,  1948,  the  highest  rate  of  retention  since  1C43.    By  regions,  this 
would  mean  having  on  hand  next  January  1  about  90  percent  of  October  i 
potential  layers  in  the  North  Atlantic  and  Western  regions,  87  percent  of 
those  in  the  South  Central  region,  86  percent  in  the  South  Atlantic  region, 
81  percent  in  the  Bast  North  Central  region,  and  79  percent  of  October  1 
potential  layers  in  the  West  North  Central  region. 

Based  on  past  relationships  between  numbers  of  potential  layers  on 
October  1  and  on  the  following  January  1  (see  table  l),  total  numbers  in  the 
United  States  next  January  1  are  likely  to  be  about  5  percent  under  the 
428  million  potential  layers  on  farms  January  1,  1948. 
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Table  1. -Potential  layers  on  farms  October  1  and  following  January  1, 

United  States  and  regions,  1931-48 


United  States 


:  North  Atlantic 


:East  North  Central  :West  North  Central 


: Jan .  1 

:Jan.  1  : 

: Jan .  1 

Jan .  1 

fear 

•as  tier- 

•as  •Der- : 

:as  per- 

as  ner- 

.  Oct. 

,  Jan . 

: cent age 

Oct . 

Jan . 

1  centage : 

Oct.  • 

Jan. : centage 

Oct. 

Jan .  ; 

cen taffc 

I.  1  » 

:  1 

:  of 

1 

1 

:  of 

1  : 

1  :• 

of 

1 

1  j 

cf 

:  Oct.  1 

:  Cct.  1: 

Oct.  1 

Oct .  J 

Ml  1 . 

Mil . 

Percent 

Mil . 

Mil . 

Percent 

Mil . 

Mil.  Percent 

Mil. 

Mi  1 

Pnv>f>pri 

LQ31 

435  2 

385  8 

89 

46.0 

40.6 

88 

95  J 

81.9 

86 

126.9 

Ill  7 

88 

443  .6 

390  7 

88 

50.8 

41.7 

82 

92.9 

83.4 

90 

129.7 

111  .7 

86 

LQ33 

438  3 

385  ^ 

88 

49  0 

42  .2 

86 

95  7 

84.7 

89 

129.5 

"112  3 

87 

LQ34 

408.6 

350  4 

86 

51.2 

40.6 

79 

92  ? 

77-4 

84 

115.7 

QS  7 

83 

LQ35 

412.8 

362.6 

88 

54  4 

42.4 

78 

94  0 

81.3 

86 

111.7 

97  9 

7  1-7 

88 

LQ36  ' 

435  1 

379  8 

87 

53  8 

46.9 

87 

98  9 

83 . 5 

84 

112.9 

97  9 

87 

LQ37 

419  2 

353  0 

84 

56.5 

43.4 

77 

"94  0 

75.8 

81 

104.3 

91 .0 

7X  •  w 

87 

LQ?8 

433  9 

376  9 

87 

58  2 

46.2 

79 

92  7 

7'-  •  1 

78.1 

84 

116.7 

103  1 

88 

LQ39 

4^4.4 

392  7 

86 

59  4 

49  0 

82 

96  5 

80.3 

83 

126.5 

108.5 

86 

ISkd  : 

450.6 

381.^ 

85 

60.4 

47  .5 

79 

94.7 

78.7 

83 

129.8 

106.8 

82 

L94l  : 

493  8 

427  .9 

87 

66.2 

52 .0 

79 

102.2 

84.5 

83 

142.3 

122.7 

86 

I9k2  . 

546,1 

489.0 

90 

70.4 

60.8 

86 

108.7 

93-3 

86 

162.8 

144.9 

89 

I9k3  : 

620.8 

523.6 

84 

83.6 

66.9 

80 

119.0 

98.7 

■  83 

189.2 

152.5 

81 

L944 

575-6 

473.9 

82 

78.6 

63.1 

80 

113.6 

89.6 

79 

-75-3 

138.6 

79 

1945  : 

582.4 

474.2 

81 

79.4 

64.9 

82 

115.6 

90.4 

78 

180.O 

137  •  5 

76 

L946 

528.0 

435.7 

83 

63. 3 

59-6 

87 

io4  3 

84.7 

81 

I65 . 2 

127.7 

77 

532.8 

427.9 

80 

77-7 

61.4 

79 

109.5 

83.5 

76 

160.6 

124.1 

77 

.SW  1/504.8 

76.3 

103.8 

146.4 

South  Atlantic 

South  Central 

Western 

: Jan .  1 

: Jan .  1 

Jan. '  1 

:as  per- 

:as  per-r 

as  per 

.  Oct. 

Jan. 

: centage 

Oct. 

Jan. 

:  centage 

Oct. 

Jan . : 

centage 

.  1 

:    of  .. 

1 

1 

:    of  : 

1 

1  : 

of 

:0ct.  1 

:  Oct.  1 

Oct . 

1 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Percent 

Mil. 

Mil . 

Percent 

Mil. 

Mil. 

Percent 

1931 
1932 

1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 

1939 

1940 
1941 
1942 

1943 
1944 

1945 

1946 
1947 

19481/45.3 
1/  Preliminary, 


40.1 
4o.o 
38.4 
38.0 
38.2 
40.3 

»40.2 

40.5 
41.1 
41.8 
45.0 
47.2 

53.9 
50.4 

52.1 
48.8 
47.2 


36.6 

37 .6 

35.1 
34.2 

35-0 
37-3 
34.7 
36.6 
37.6 

36.7 
40.4 
44.6 
49.8 
46.1 

45.7 
42.6 
40.1 


91 
94 

91 

90 
92 

93 
86 

90 

91 
88 
90 
94 
92 

91 
88 

87 
85 


83.7 
87.7 
81.2 

73-2 

78.5 
85.4 

82.7 
86.2 

90.3 
84.1 
94.2 
108.5 

121.0 

110.3 
IO7.9 

98.3 
95-3 
89.5 


76.5 
80.2 

74.6 
69.1 
71.1 
77.2 
73.2 

73.5 
81.1 

76.9 
89.2 
103.0 
109.8 
96.3 
94.9 
83.6 
80.4 


91 

91 

92 

94 

91 

90 

89 
91 
90 
91 

95 
95 
91 
87 
88 

85 
84 


43.5 
42.4 

44.3 
39-9 
39-3 
43.1 
44.3 

41.3 
41.9 

39.8 
44  0 

48.5 
54.1 
47.4 
47.4 
43.2 
42.5 
43.5 


38.5 
36.2 

36.5 
33.3 
34.9 
36.9 
34.9 
33-6 
36.2 
34.8 
39.0 
42.3 

45.9 
4o.i 
40.8 
37.5 
38.3 


89 
85 
82 

83 
89 
86 

79 
81 
86 
87 
89 
87 
85 
85 
86 

87 
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Increasing  Rate  of  Lay  Partially  Offsetting 
Decline  In  Lumbers  of  Layers 


On  the  basis  of  eggs  per  100  layers  per  north,  the  rate  of  lay  by 
farm  flochs  lias  been  the  highest  on  record  in  each  month  of  1943  to  elate, 
■with  the  exception  of  January  and  February.     In  these  2  months,  the  rate 
was  slightly  below  the  1947  records.     In  all  regions,  1948  monthly  rates 
of  lay  also  have  been  at  record  or  near-record  levels. 

The  trend  toward  an  increased  rate  of  lay  in  all  months  and  in  all 
regions  has  been  a  major  factor  this  year  in  maintaining  total  egg  pro- 
duction close  to  1947  levels  despite  the  smaller  number  of  layers.  A 
further  increase  in  rate  of  lay  during  the  first  half  of  1949  would  re- 
sult in  a  smaller  decrease  in  total  production  of  eggs  during  that  period 
than  would  be  indicated  by  the  expected  decline  in  number  of  layers. 

Domestic  Demand  Stronger;  Purchases  of  Eggs 
fcr  Price  Support  Smaller  in 
1D48  Than'  TnlMf  ~ 


Despite  relatively  higher  prices  for  eggs  in  194S  than  in  1947,  price- 
support  operations  for  eggs  have  required  an  outlay  to  date  this  year  of 
about  34.5  million  dollars  (commodity  cost  basis,  does  not  include  handling 
and  transportation  charges)  as  compared  to  about  95.1  million  dollars  for 
the  year  1947.    This  year  the  equivalent  of  about  77  million  do^en  eggs 
has    been  purchased  for  price-support  purposes  compared  with  225  million  in 
1947  for  support  operations  and  purchases  for  foreign  governments.  Support 
purchases  from  January  through    September  1948  accounted  for  about  2  percent 
of  farm  production,  as  compared  to  about  6  percent  of  farm  production  ac- 
counted for  by  the  total  for  support  and  foreign  purchases  in  the  same  period 
last  year.    Farm  production  of  eggs  in  the  United  States  through  September 
of  this  year  totaled  3,698  million  dozen,  40  million  below  last  year. 

Most  of  the  1948  price-support  purchases  were  made  in  the  '"est  North 
Central  region  where  prices  received  by  farmers'  were  lower  in  relation  to 
the  United  States  average  than  in  previous  years.     Production  in- this  area, 
expanded  during  wartime  partly  to  meet  demand  fcr  dried  and  frozen  eggs, 
accounts  for  a  larger  percentage  of  the  farm  production  of  eggs  than  before 
the  war.    The  Department  of  Agriculture  has  recent lv  announced  that  it  will 
continue  for  November  and  December  1948  to.  buy  dried  eggs  to  support  egg 
prices  in  the  Midwest  at  levels  reflecting  an  average  price  to  producers  of 
at  least  3G  cents  per  dozen  for  shell  eggs  in  the  Hidwest.,the  same  as  the 
Hay-October  period  price. 

Farm  prices  for  eggs  from  March  through  August  this  year  were  the 
highest  on  record,  reflecting  largely  the  record  consumer  incomes.    As  a 
result  of  a  5-percent  larger  production,  however,  the  September  price  re- 
ceived by  farmers  was  51,4  cents  compared  to  53.0  cents  in  September  1947. 
For  the  first  9  iaosths  of  1948,  farmers  received  an  average  of  45.6  cents 
per  dozen  compared  to  43.2  cents  in  January-September  1947.    For  the  year 
1943  as  a  whole,  farmers  will  receive  somewhat  more  than  the  45.3  cents 
average  for  1947.     For  1949  as  a  -whole,  egg  prices  are  likely  to  be  little 
different  than  in  1948,  although  they  may  average  slightly  higher  during 
the  first  half  of  the  year. 
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With  the  index  of  prices  paid  by  farmer s  averaging  almost  10  percent 
higher  thus  far  in  1948  than  in  1947,  farm  prices  of  "eggs  were  lower  in 
relation  to  parity  prices  than  last  year.     During  the  J'sCnua'ry-Sept ember  1947 
period,   farmers  received  an  average  of  about  95  percent  of  parity  as  compared 
to  about  90  percent  of  parity  in  the  same  period  this  year. 

During  the  first  8  months  of  1948,   the  retail  price  of  eggs  in  the 
United  States  averaged  a  record  of  63.0  cents  per  dozen  as  compared  to 
58.7  cents  during  the  same  period  of  1947.     Farmers  received  about  74  percent 
of  the  consumer's  dollar  that  was  spent  for  eggs  in  the  January-August  period 
of  both  years. 

Record  Chic!-- en  and  Turkey  Pr ic.es 
Thus  Far  in  1948 


For  the  first  9  months  of  1948  farmers  received  a  record  average  price 
of  29.2  cents  per  pound  for  chickens,   compared  to  27.1  cents,  in  January- 
September  1947«     During  the  first  half  of  1948,   farm  prices  averaged  1  cent 
higher,   and  in  the  third  quarter  4,5  cents  per  pound  higher.     For  1948  as  a 
whole  farmers  will  receive  somewhat  more  than  the  2.6,8  cents  per  pound  received 
in  1947,    With  -he  exception  of  April,  farm  prices  for.  chickens  through  September 
have  been  the  highest  on  record  in  each  month.     These  record  prices  are  the 
result  of  smaller  chicken  marketings,   larger  consumer  incomes,  and  high  prices 
for  red  meat.     Farm  prices  of  chicken  during  the  period  January-September  1948 
averaged  103  percent  of  parity  as  compared  to  104  percent  in  the  same  period 
of  1947.     During  the  first  half  of  1948,   farm  prices  of  chicken  wre  lower  in 
relation  to  parity  prices  than  a  year  earlier,  but  in  the  third  quarter  they 
were  somewhat  higher.     If  this  trend  continues  in  the  fourth  quarter,  farm 
pric  es  of  chickens  for  '  the  •year  as  a  whole, will  average  higher'  in  relation  to 
parity  prices  in  1948  than  in  1947. 

During  the  first  8  months  of  1948  as  a  whole,   the  retail  price  of  chickens 
in  the  United  States  was  55.5  cents  as  compared  to  about  49.5  cants  during  the 
same  period  of  1947.     The  farmers'  share  of  the  consumers'  dollar  spent  for 
chickens  aver.-.ged  somewhat  lower  for  the  entire  8  months  and  it  was  lower  in 
each  month  except  August  than  a  year  earlier.    Retail  prices  of  chickens  in 
the  January-August  period  of  1948  have  been  the  highest  on  record  for  each 
month. 

1B.rith  smaller  storage  stocks,  and  fewer  turkeys  left  on  farms  January  1, 
1948  than  on  January  1,   1947,  United  States  farm  prices  for  turkeys  have  been 
considerably  higher  in  each  month  of  the  period  January-September  1948  than 
a  year  earlier.     For  the  first  9  months  of  this  year  prices  averaged  39.2  cents 
per  pound,  compared  to  30..3  cents  during  the  same  period  of  1947,     Farm  prices 
of  turkeys  in  each  month  have  been  the  . highest  on  record. 

Prices  of  farm  chickens,  commercial  broilers,  and  turkeys  may,  average 
lower  in  1949  than  in  1948,  with  most  of  the  decrease  occurring  during  the 
latter  months  of  the  year  when  larger  supplies  of  poultry  and  pork  products 
will  become  available. 


OCTOBJJ?  1948 


-  8  - 


i  roduct-Fced  Trice  Ratios  Have  Become 
Mere  Favorable  in  Recent  ivlonth s 

In  October  the  total  supply  of  -all  feed  concentrates  for  1948-49 
was  estimated  at  166  million  tons,  nearly  one-fourth  larger  than  in  1947-48, 
vhen  the  supply  v.-as  near  the  prewar  average.       In  relation  to  the  number  of 
grain-consuming  livestock,  this  year's  supply  is  the  largest  on  record. 
Feed-grain  prices  -jrotaoly  will  average  around  one-third  lower  this  fall 
and  vinter  than  last.     Frices  of  most  of  the  byproduct  feeds  —ill  also  be 
substantially  lover  this  s:ason.     Protein  feeds  may  average  a  little  higher 
in  relation  to  f.cd  grain  than  in  1947-48. 

From  January  through  July  1948,  the  egg-feed  price  ratio  averaged 
lover  than  fcr  any  corresponding  period  since  1937.    Ratios  in  August  and 
September,  hevever,  were  decidedly  more  favorable  than  earlier  in  the  year, 
and  the  highest  for  those  months  since  1945.     Further  improvement  may  be 
expected  during  the  last  quarter  of  1948  due  to  further  reductions  in  feed 
prices-, 

The  chicken-feed. eric e  ratio  during  the  first  7  months  of  1948 
averaged  lover  than  for  any^  corr ^spending  _:r.riod  since  1937,   and  the 
turkey-feed  price  ratio  was  the  lowest  since  1940.    August  and  September 
ratios  v;erc  the  highest  for  those  months  since  1945.     The  sharp  rise  in 
prices  received  by  farmers  for  turkeys  in  July  contributed  to  a  substantial 
improvement  in  the  turkey-feed  price  ratio.     Continued  improvement  in 
August  and  September  vas  primarily  due  to  the  added  effect  of  larger  feed 
supplies  at  lover  prices. 

Unfavorable  product-feed  relaticrships  in  late  1947  and  the  first 

half  of  1948  ivcrc  largely  responsible  for  iieavicr-than-usual  culling  and 
laying  flock?  and  decreases  in  numbers  of  farm  chickens  and  turkeys  raised 
in  1948.    With  product-f . ed  relationships  in  late  1948  and  early  1949  much 
more  favorable  than  a  year  earlier,  farmers  arc  expected  to  cull  laving 
flocks  lejss  severely  during  early  1949,  end  to  raise  larger  numb.rs  of 
farm  chickens  and  turkeys  than  in  1948. 

Despite  less  favorable  product-feed  price  ratios  in  late  1947  and 
early  194G,  production  of  com  ercial  broilers  in  1948  has  been  maintained. 
Total  output  for  1948  rill  be  considerably  larger  than  in  1947,  and  may 
approach  the  record  output  of  194-5.     Production  in  1949  may  be  at  least 
as  large  in  total  as  in  1948. 

The  number  of  chicks  hatched  by  commercial  hatcheries  vas  smaller 
than  in  1947  in  each  month  through  May  of  this  year,     Beginning  in  June, 
however,  monthly  numbers  have  been  larger  than  a  year  earlier,  primarily 
because  of  the  stronger  demand  for  broiler  chicks.     Hatchings  in  recent 
months  have  been  limited  to  some  extent  by  a  shortage  of  hatching  eggs 
relative  to  the  record  demand,  and  due  to  favorable  market  prices  for  eggs 
and  the  seasonally  smaller  production  of  eggs. 
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Fourth  Quarter  Egg  Supplies  About  Sane 
as  1947;  Fewer  Chickens  and  Turkeys 
■Than  Last  Year 


Consumers '   supplies  of  shell  eggs  from  current  production  during  the 
last  quarter  of  1940  will  "be  seasonally  smaller  than  during  any  of  the 
previous  three  quarters,  but  almost  as  large  as  in  the  last  quarter  of 
1947.     Commercial  cold-storage  holdings  of  shell  eggs  on  October  1,  1948 
were  slightly  higher  than  a  year  earlier.    Total  supplies  of  shell  eggs, 
therefore,  are  likely  to  be  about  the  same  as  a  year  earlier.    Egg  prices 
will  reach  the  seasonal  peal:  during  the  fourth  quarter  and  they  are  likely 
to  be  higher  than  a  year  earlier. 

Marketings  of  farm  chickens  and  turkeys  will  be  seasonally  high  during 
the  fourth  quarter  of  1943,  but  due  to  decreases  in  numbers  raised  this  year, 
the  volume  will  be  somewhat  lower  than  during  late  1947 .     Offerings  of  com- 
mercial broilers,  however,  may  be  heavier  than  during  the  fourth  quarter  of 
last  year.     Commercial  cold-storage  holdings  of  chickens  on  October  1,  1948 
were  about  half  as  large  as  on  the  previous  October  1.     Storage  holdings 
of  turkeys  at  about  15  million  pounds  were  only  40  percent  of  stocks  a  year 
earlier.     Prices  for  chickens  probably  will  be  somewhat  higher  than  a  year 
earlier,  although  seasonally  lower  than  during  recent  months.     Prices  for 
turkeys  are  expected  to  be  at  record  levels  during  coming  months. 

/ 

Turkeys  Hay  be  Marketed 
Earlier  TnTs  Year 

If  growers'   intentions  as  of  August  1  are  carried  out,  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  this  year's  turkey  crop  will  move  to  market  through  October  than 
in  any  previous  year  since  the  records  began  in  1937.     Proportions  marketed 
in  ITovember  and  December  will  be  small  er  than  last  year,  and  the  balance 
for  January  and  later,  proportionately  larger  than  last  year.     Over  a  period 
of  time,  there  are  indications  that  the  relative  proportions  marketed  in  the 
October-and-earlier  period  may  be  increasing  at  the  expense  of  later  months. 
December  marketings  show  a  more  consistent  downward  trend  than  do  November 
marketings.    Although  the  proportions  for  January  or  later  vary  somewhat 
from  year  to  year,  the  trend  in  recent  years  has  been  downward, 

4 

The  31,7  million  turkeys  which  August  estimates  indicate  are  being 
raised  in  1948  in  the  United  States  is  about  10  percent  fewer  than  were 
raised  in  1947.     Two  factors  account  for  the  fact  that  1948  numbers  are 
down  less  than  farmers'   intentions  as  of  last  January.     The  late  hatch  of 
poults  in  June  and  July  was  unusually  large.    Also,  the  number  of  turkeys 
raised  during  the  1948  season  per  breeder  hen  on  farms  January  1,  1948  was 
a  new  record  high.    With  higher  farm  prices  for  turkeys  during  the  first 
half  of  1948,  the  turkey-feed  price  ratio  became  decidedly  more  favorable, 
thus  inducing  growers  to  expand  production  over  earlier  intentions  insofar 
as  it  was  possible  to  do  so  with  the  existing  supply  of  hatching  eggs. 

The  demand  for  poults  will  be  stronger  in  1G49  than  in  1948.  Turkey 
growers  may  anticipate  this  and  keep  more  breeder  hens  than  the  2,8  million 
they  had  on  hand  last  January  1,    An  increase  in  number  of  breeder  hens 
retained  would  tend  to  lower  holiday  supplies  of  turkey  this  year. 
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2  —  Proportion  of  United  States  turkey  crop  marketed 
in  different  months,-  1937-43 


Year 


October  or 
earlier 


Percent 


l/  Intentions  . 


November 


rercent 


Decs-no  or 


rerce.-i 


January  or 
later 


r^orcem 


1937 

14.0 

33,0 

.  36.0 

12.0 

1938  : 

10.0 

40  v;  8 

37.8 

11.4 

1939  j 

907 

38c8 

36,1 

1504 

1940 

3.8 

42.1 

36.9 

12  e2 

1941 

;  8.5 

39*8 

o  8  .  9 

12'.-8 

1942  . 

•  11.8 

41-1 

36  =  3 

10.8 

1943  ; 

10.1 

41.1 

35  c2 

13.6 

1944 

:  16,5 

38.7 

30.9  •  . 

13.8 

1945 

:  19,6 

36  A 

50.0 

14.0 

1946 

:    .      22  e3. 

36a7 

28.4 

12.6 

1947 

i  19.8 

40.5 

32.1 

7.6 

1948  l/ 

:  2304 

33,8-  - 

29.1 

8,7 

Regional  Shifts  in  Frodvct ion  Pattern 
for  Eggs,  Farm  Chickens,  Er oilers,  and 
urkeys  Evident  S  inoe  1955^59 

Relatively  more  of  the  total  United  States  production  of  farm  eggs  ia 
now  produced  in -the  North  Atlantic  and  "'."est  ITorth  Central  regions  than  in 
1935-39  when  there  were  severe  droughts.     Each  of  the  other  four  regions'  in 
recent1  years  has  accounted  for  a  smaller  proportion  of  the  total  than  it  did 
before  the  war.     In  the  North  Atlantic  region,  this  probably  is-  due  to  develop- 
ment of  more  specialized  egg-producing  flocks  for  a  ready  nearby  market.  Eov,-ev« 
alternative  farming  enterprises  do  not  compare  as  favorably  with  poultry  as  inj 
some  other  sections,,    A  larger  proportion  of  the  Nation's  laying  flock  is  now] 
in  the  foorth  Atlantic  region,  and  further  increase  in  the  rate  of  lay  has 
occurred.    The  greatest  relative  increase  in  rate  of  lay  since  the  -prewar  period 
has  occurred  in  the  v'est  North  Central  region  and  this  factor  is  primarily 
responsible  for  the  increasing  importance  of  this  region  in  the  Naticn.is  total, 
egg  supply. 

In  regard  to  farm  chickens,  shifts  in  the  percentage  of  numbers  raised 
by  the  different  regions  in  the  United  States  are  less  evident.     However,  the".] 
North  Atlantic  and  rrestern  regions  rather  consistently  tend  to  account  for  a-* 
slightly  larger  percentage  of  the  total  relative  to  the  prewar  period,  and 
numbers  in  the  East  North  Central  region  tend  to  show  a  slight  downwar d  trei- 
relative  to  total  numbers  in  the  United  States,    This  may  be  due  partly  tojji 
shift  in  consumer  preference  in  larger  population  centers  of  the  East  and  "res 
in  favor  of  locally-grov/n  and  fresh-killed  chickens  at  the  expense  of  Midwestern 
dressed  birds.    No  significant  trends  are  apparent  for  other  regions, 

The^ South  Atlantic  region  appears  consistently  to  be  gaining  a  larger 
percentage  of  the  total  United  States  production  of  commercial  broilers  than 
in  1935-39.    All  other  regions  show  decreasing  percentages. 
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The  bulk  of  the  commercially  raised  broilers  are  produced  in  about 
10  concentrated  areas.    More  of.  those  areas  have  developed  in  the  South 
Atlantic  region  than  in  any  other  region  due  to  climatic  advantages,  near- 
ness to  market.,  and  the  need  for  supplementary  livestock  enterprises  for  a 
relatively,  lar^e.  farm  labor  supply. 

Yfith  respect  to  the  percentage  of  total  numbers  of  turkeys  raised  in 
the  United  States  indications  are  that  the  relative  proportions  from. the 
Forth  Atlantic,  Cast  North  Central,  South  Atlantic  and  Yfestern  regions  are 
probably  increasing.    A  substantial  decline  in  percentage  of  total  numbers 
raised  by  the  South  Central  region  is  apparent,  and  the  proportion  raised 
in  the  Yfest  North  Central  region  has  shown  a  tendency  to  decline  somewhat. 

An  increase  in  specialization  of  turkey  production  accompanied  by  a 
shift  to  areas  closer  to  large  consuming  centers  of  the  country  is  primarily 
responsible  for  these  trends. 

Total  United  States  production  of  eggs,  farm  chickens,  commercial 
broilers  and  turkeys  has  been  above  the  1935-39  level  until  1943,  when  the 
number  of  farm  chickens  raised  fell  below  prewar  numbers.    The  largest  per- 
centage increase  among  the  four  items  has  been  for  commercial  broilers,  total 
United  States  numbers  of  which  are  about  four  times  the  prewar  average. 

Greatest  percentage  increase  in  egg  production  over  its  1935-39  level 
has  occurred  in  the  Yfest  North  Central  region,  with  the  North  Atlantic 
region  second  (table  4).     Percentage  increases  in  both  regions  are  higher 
than  is  the  United  States  average  rate  of  increase.    Rates  of  increase  in  the 
East  North  Central,  South  Atlantic  and  South  Central  regions  are  about  the 
same  but,  at  about  two-f if ths  higher  than  prewar,  they  are  below  the  United 
States  average.    The  Western  region,  at  about  a  fifth  above  prewar,  shows  the 
lowest  rate  of  increase. 

The  ".Jestern,  North  Atlantic,  and. South  Central  regions,  in  that  order, 
show  the  largest  numbers  of  farm  chickens  raised  in  recent  years  relative  to 
p rewar  averages.     For  1948,  these  regions  were  the  only  ones  in  which  the 
number  of  farm  chickens  raised  were  at  or  above  the  1935-39  level.    The  other 
three  regions  and  the  United  States  total, .relative  to  prewar  averages,  were 
below  prewar  in  1943  after  having  shown  increases  during  the  war  and  early 
postwar  period.  .  In  some  cases,  the  increases  in  war  and  postwar  years  were 
larger  than  were  those  for  the  regions  which  are  now  still  at  or  above  their 
.prewar  production,  but  these  increases  were  not  sustained  in  1048, 


Compared  to'  1935-39,  production  of  commercial  broilers  in  the  South 
Atlantic  region  is  about  five  times  as  large.     In  the  South  Central  and  T.7estern 
regions  it  is  more  than  three  times  as  large,  and  in  the  other  three  regions 
it  is  between  two  and  three  times  as  large  as  the  prewar  average. 

Total  production  of  turkeys  in  the  United  States  and  in  the  North 
Atlantic,  East  North  Central,  South  Atlantic,  and  Western  regions  is  still 
well  above  the  1935-39  average  even  in  1948  when  total  United  States  numbers 
raised  declined  to  the  lowest  point  since  1938.    Numbers  raised  in  the  South 
Central  region  have  averaged  below  1935-39  during  the  war  and  postwar  years. 
The  West  North  Central  region,  after  climbing  to  well  above  prewar  in  the  war 
and  early  postwar  periods,  dropped  to  below  prewar  in  1948, 
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Table  3.  -    Regional  production  of  eggs,  chickens,  broilers,  and 
turkeys  as  percentage  of  U.  S.  production ,  1935-39 
-  •         19U-45;  11946,  1947,  and  1948 


Year 

U.  S. 

: production 

Regions  a  s  ue 

rcentage 

of  United  Sta 

t.es 

N.  Atl. 

:     E,  N.  : 

:  Central: 

W.  N.  : 

Central: 

S.  Atl. 

So  Central 

*  Western 

:  Million 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

E££S 

1935-39 

:  36,381 

15.3 

22.6 

24.5 

8.7 

17.0 

11.9 

1941-45 

:  51,880 

15.2 

20,5 

28.9 

8.1 

17.3 

10,0 

1946 

:  55,590 

15.5 

20  L 

30  L 

8.1 

16*0 

9.6 

1947 

:  55>301 

16.5 

20  7 

29  9 

8-1 

15.2 

9.6 

Farm 

Chickens 

1935-39 

:  664.4 

12,3 

20.8 

27.0 

11.4 

20.4 

8.1 

1941-45 

:  867.5 

12.6 

18.7 

28.9 

10.8 

20.5 

8.5 

1946 

:  745.8 

12.3 

19.1 

29.0 

10.9 

20,6 

8.1 

1947 

:  745.4 

12.9 

18.9 

29.0 

10.3 

20.2 

8.7 

1948  1/ 

:  635»0 

13*6 

18.4 

25.6 

11.2 

21.3 

9.9 

Commercial 

Broilers 

1935-39 

:  70.4 

14.9 

11.8 

3.5 

46.4 

22.5 

7.6 

1941-45 

263.1 

11.1 

-  8*3 

2.8 

58.2 

14.3 

5.3 

1946  : 

275.6 

11.4 

8.1 

2.7 

58.3 

14.6 

4.9 

1947  : 

'  283  .0 

10.3 

7.8 

2.4 

60.2 

13.5 

5.8 

Turkeys 

-L7j5  5-;5  9 

5.9 

8.1 

30.6 

7.7 

23.3 

24.4 

1941-45  : 

35.6 

7.3 

9.5 

29.4 

7.3 

16.0 

30.5 

1946  i 

40.7 

8.5 

12.0 

30.0 

8.5 

14.0 

27.0 

1947  : 

35.1 

9.1 

13.1 

28.8 

8.5 

13.7 

26.8 

1948  1/ : 

31.7 

9.8 

12.9 

24.9 

9.8 

12.6 

30.0 

17  Preliminary, 
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Production  of  eggs,  chickens,  broilers,  and  turkeys, 
United  States  and  by  regions,  194-1-45,  1946,  1947, 
and  1948  as  percentages    of  1935-39 


Year 

:  unit. 
'■ —  — — — 

:  unioea; 
:  States: 

iMort/n 
ALianoic 

.          TP  M 

:  oenurax 

:      w .  im  . 

:  0OUT.X1 

•  oOULn 
:  uent,rai 

• 

[ Western 

Eggs 

1935-39 

:  Mil. 

:  36,381 

5,573 

8,231 

8,894 

3,175 

6,203 

4,305 

l  OA  i  _;,  ^ 

11, ? 

1  29 

1 A9 

1946 

do  - 

1SS 

Kr 

1^8 

190 

1 2/, 

-L/C  £4. 

19L.7 

do 

1  ^2 

1  A/, 

1  ?9 

1  #A 

-LOvJ 

1-3  A 
J-J>D 

Farm 

chickens 

1935-39 

Mil„ 

664.4 

81.5 

137.7 

179.5 

76.3 

135.6 

53.8  • 

1941-45 

Pet. 

131 

135 

118 

138 

123 

132 

138 

1946 

do  • 

'  11.C 

113 

104 

120 

i  nA 
IUO 

1  1  Q 
113 

113 

1947  : 

do  • 

11<C 

118 

102 

120 

i  m 
1U1 

111 
111 

1  Ol 

121 

1948 1/ 

0.0  C 

oA 

!  VO 

106 

85 

91 

94 

i  r\o 
1UU 

1  1  £ 

llo 

Commercial  broilers 

1935-39 

•  Mil. 

70.4 

10.5 

8.3 

2.5 

32.7 

11.9 

4.6 

1941-45 

rCt . 

3  (k 

279 

264 

296 

4o8 

316 

300 

i  q/,  A 

U.O  0 

jyi 

300 

269 

296 

491 

O  Q  O 

339 

291 

1  9A7 

U.U  • 

fc|.U<£ 

276 

267 

276 

KOI 

350 

Turkeys 

1935-39  : 

Mil.  : 

27.0 

1.6 

2.2 

8.3 

2.1 

6.3 

6.6 

1941-45  : 

Pet.  : 

132 

162 

155 

127 

124 

90 

I65 

1946  : 

do.  : 

151 

219 

223 

147 

167 

90 

167 

1947  : 

do.  ; 

130 

200 

209 

122 

143 

76 

142 

1948  j/: 

do.  : 

117 

194 

186 

95 

148 

63 

144 

1/  Preliminary. 
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Influence  of  Disposable  Income  per 
hereon .on  Consumer  Expenditures 
fbr^~-c~ar.d  Chickens 

One  of  the  chief  factors  in  determining  the  level;,  of  per  capita 
consumer  expenditures  for  food  commodities  is  per  capita .  disposable  in- 
.  come  or  incomes  available  after  taxes.    Adequate  data  s heaving  actual  con- 
sumer expenditures  for  eggs  and  chickens  are  not  available.    The.  retail 
value  of  per  capita  consumption  of  eggs  and  chickens ,  does,  however,  offer 
an  approximate  substitute.    The  retail  value  series  was  computed,  by  adding 
together  the  estimated  annual  farm  consumption  valued  at  average  United 
States  farm  prices  and  the  estimated  annual  United  States  nonfarm  civilian 
consumption  valued  at  average  annual  United  States  retail  prices,  as  re- 
ported by  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics.     Unit  cost  was  computed  by  J 
dividing  retail  value  of  per  capita  consumption  by  total  civilian  per  capita 
consumption.    Table  5  compares  the  index  of  per  ca.pita  disposable  income 
(1935-39  =  100)  with  the  indices  of  retail  value  of  per  capita  consumption, 
unit  cost  to  consumers  and  per  capita  consumption,  for  both  eggs  and 
chickens . 

A  rough  comparison  of  the  series  would  indicate  a  fairly  close 
relationship  betveen  consumer  expenditures  for  eggs  and  chickens  and  dis- 
posable income.     However,  the  degree  of  relationship  between  disposable 
income  and  retail  values  of  eggs  and  chickens  consumed  is  not  nearly  so 
higa  as  the  relationship  between  disposable  income  and  retail  values  for 
either  red  meats  or  dairy  products.     Data  for  the  red  meats  and  dairy- 
products  series  were  computed  in  approximately  the  same  way  as  were  these 
for  eggs  and  chickens. 

Explanation  of  the  lower  correlation  for  eggs  and  chickens  must 
await  further  research.    Shifts  in  consumers5  tastes  and  preferences,  and 
in  producer  response  to  price  on  the  production  side,  as  well  as  changes 
in  the  distribution  of  income  may  be  included  in  such  an  explanation. 
Further  work  is  needed  to  establish  the  specific  quantitative  relation-..; 
ships.  ■••  : 

Retail  value  of  per  capita  egg  consumption  disposable  income  per 
person,  and  unit  cost  of  eggs  to  consumers  are  all  expected  to  reach 
record  levels  in  1948.     Consumption  of  eggs  per  person,  -however j  will  be 
about  the  same- as  in  1-947,  slightly  above  1946.,  and  somewhat  below  the 

1945  record.    Substantial  increases  in  prices  of  eggs  during  1947  and  1348 
account  for  practically  all  of  the  55-percent  increase  in  retail  value  from.' 

1946  to  1948.    During  the  same  period  disposable  income  per  person  -went  up 3 
only  15  percent. 

Per  capita  consumption  "of  chickens  in  1948  will  be  considerably  belotr 
the  1913  recorded  somewhat  under  that  in  1946,  the  first  full  postwar  yean 
Unit  cost  of  chickens,  however,  has  risen  steadily  since  1944  and  it  will  be 
at  a  new  record  high  for  1948.    As  unit  cost  has  gone  up  more  percentagewise 
than  consumption  has  declined,  retail  value  of  per  capita  consumption  of 
chickens  will  also  reach  record  levels  in  1948."  Disposable  income  per  person 
has  gone  up  somewhat  more  percentagewise  than  has  retail  value  of  per  capita 
chicken  consumption  in  the  postwar  period. 
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Table  3. -Eggs  and  chicken-;:    Retail  value,  consumption  and  ..pi  ices 
compared  wiuh  consumer  income's^  United  States,  1^13-4o 

  (Inaex  numbers    1935-39=100)-  _     


E 

Eetail 

•     •   •  •  '    '  : 

Retail  -. 

Year: 

value 

:Disposa- 

:  Oon.sunp  -  : 

value 

:  'CT on  sump-  : 

pel' 

:  ble 

:ti on  per  : 

Unit  ; 

per  ■'■  '■ 

':"  ;    \  tion  : 

Unit 

person 

:  income 

person  : 

Cost  : 

person' 

:per  person  : 

Cost 

.      •  ^ 

1913  ' 

98 

69 

'  '102 

97 

■  ■  7.6  ;  XX 

 '  •  •  108 

70 

191^  : 

99 

:      68-  ■ 

-  ••  ■  "9sr."r  *" 

101' 

.  108 

72 

19-P  * 

97 

11- ■ 

...  ■  105-  -•• 

92 

73 

■  107 

69 

1916  : 

105 

82 

100  . 

105 

79 

'  •  •  103 . 

78 

1Q17  : 

126 

98 

134 

9h 

99  ' 

96 

1918  : 

150 

108 

;•  95.:. 

.158 

121 

;  5  99 

123 

1919  : 

175 

122 

:  102  r.' 

173  . 

149' 

•   - 106 

141 

1920  : 

192 

127 

.  , ;  100  ,. ' " 

.192 

1^5 : 

■ '  ••  ■  102 

153 

1921  : 

155 

99 

100  . 

154 

128 

A    •  99 

130 

1922  : 

150 

105 

106 

1^3 

125' 

105 

119 

1923  : 

170 

119 

110  " 

156 

127 

•108  ■ 

117 

1924  : 

173 

118 

109 

160 

126 ' 

;107 

113 

1925  : 

168 

^23 

107 

158 

133 

-  *U0 

121 

1926  : 

168 

'126 

114  ■ 

■    149  ■ 

142 

:110 

129 

1927  : 

1?3 

'  125 

115 

134 

140 

'•117  ' 

120 

1928  . 

163 

:  126 

113 

144  • 

144 

01 3 

129 

1929  . 

171 

'  132 

"  112 

153 

156 

110 

142 

1930 

138 

117 

110 

-'-  --  s 

150 

.  120 

126 

L931 

102 

:^99 

111 

92  . 

118 

108 

103 

I932 

77 

75 

104 

74 

89 

110 

81 

1933 

70 

70 

•■  99 

70 

79 

113 

70 

193^ 

82 

.  &0 

96 

85 

92 

105 

87 

1935 

:  100 

89 

93 

IO7 

96 

101 

96 

1936 

:  '  102 

101 

96 

106 

105 

101 

104 

1937 

:  106 

108 

103  . 

103 

108 

100 

107 

1938 

:  102 

98 

103 

98 

9^ 

9h 

100 

✓  * 

:  90 

1.04 

104 

86 

97 

104 

93 

1940 

96 

112 

106 

90 

99 

104 

9h 

19M 

:  119 

135 

104 

114 

122 

114 

106 

1942 

:  155 

108 

■  106 

146 

170 

130 

130 

19^3 

:  208 

188 

""•.11.6 

179 

268 

v  171 

156 

19M 

:  195 

'206 

•117  *' 

165    .  ' 

232 

1-49 

155 

19^5 

:  244- 

209 

.'133 

■182    ; .  . 

262  : 

161 

162 

19^6 

:  232 

•220 

:  126 

'  184 

259 

■  142 

••;  182 

19^7 

:  286 

235 

.128 

224 

255 

130 

195 

19^8  1/  314 

253 

128 

246 

271 

126 

214 
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Table  6.-  Retail  value, ■ consumption,  and  prices  of  eggs  and  chickens 
compared  with  consumer  incomes  on  basis  of  percentage 
of  preceding  year,  United  States,  1914-48 


:  Eggs 

:  Chicken 

•  Retail 

:  Dis- 

: Con- 

Retail 

:  Con- 

Year 

:  value 

posable 

sumption 

■  Unit 

i . 

value 

•  sumption 

:  Unit 

:  per 

:  income 

:  per 

cost 

per 

:  per 

cost 

!  person 
:  

:  per 
tperson 

•  person 

iperson 

j  person 

:Percent 

Perc  ent 

Percent 

—  . 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

Percent 

1914  j 

101 

98 

97 

104 

102 

100 

102 

1915  j 

i  97 

105 

106 

92 

95 

99 

95 

1916  i 

;  109 

116 

96 

114 

108 

96 

114 

1917 

119 

118 

94 

127 

119 

96 

123 

1918  j 

119 

111 

101 

118 

129 

101 

128 

1919  j 

117 

113 

107 

110 

123 

107 

115 

1920  : 

110 

104 

99 

111 

105 

96 

109 

1921  j 

80 

78 

100 

80 

82 

97 

85 

1922  s 

97 

106 

106 

92 

97 

106 

92 

1923        j  113 

114 

103 

109 

102 

103 

99 

1924  j 

102 

99 

99 

103 

99 

99 

100 

1925  j 

i  97 

104 

98 

99 

106 

103 

103 

1926  • 

100 

102 

107 

94 

107 

99 

107 

1927        :  91 

99 

101 

90 

99 

107 

93 

1928 

107 

101 

99 

108 

103 

96 

107 

1929 

105 

105 

99 

106 

108 

98 

110 

1930  . 

81 

88 

98 

82 

96 

109 

89 

1931 

74 

85 

101 

74 

78 

90 

86 

1932  j 

!  76 

75 

94 

80 

76 

102 

75 

1933 

:  90 

94 

95 

95 

88 

103 

86 

1934  j 

118 

113 

97 

122 

116 

93 

125 

1935  j 

122 

112 

97 

126 

105 

96 

109 

1936  < 

102 

113 

103 

97 

109 

100 

109 

1937 

•  104 

107 

107 

97 

102 

99 

102 

1938 

:  96 

91 

101 

96 

87 

93 

93 

1939 

•  88 

106 

101 

87 

104 

111 

94 

1940 

:  107 

107 

102 

105 

102 

100 

101 

1941 

:  124 

121 

98 

126 

123 

110 

112 

1942 

:  130 

1  9^ 
xco 

xe:U 

11*1 

100 

1943 

,  134 

112 

110 

123 

158 

131 

121 

1944 

:  94 

109 

101 

93 

87 

88 

99 

1945 

:  125 

102 

113 

110 

113 

108 

105 

1946 

:  95 

105 

94 

101 

99 

88 

112 

1947 

:  123 

107 

102 

121 

99 

92 

107 

1948  1/ 

:  110 

108 

100 

110 

106 

97 

110 

y Preliminary . 
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Fable  7.-  Farm  egg  production.  United  States  and  regions,  I925-U7 


Year 

United 

•         iVUl   Oil  . 

F  M 

W  T\T 

Smith 

■  ■  W  K  O  -  i  • 

Western 

•  A  *h  1      +  ■?  rt  * 

f  'pr  i-  *po  1  • 
v  vIa  u  J.  d  _L  . 

ponf  v»a  1 

UwllUJi  U-j. 

PAT!  H  T»a  "i  • 



Mi  T1  i  nn 

Mi  111  n.'n 

Mi  1  1  i  nn 

Mi  111  nr. 

Mt  "  "1  i  rvn 

I'J    .  J  -L  _  lJll 

Mi  1  ^  i  nri 

1925 

34 ,969 

4,504 

7,893 

9  ,794 

3,238 

5,863 

3  ,672 

1916 

:  37,248 

4,545 

8,306 

10  446 

3,345 

6,486 

4 , 120 

1927 

38 . 627 

8,Ul6 

10; 566 

3,6c6 

7,030 

4 , 325 

1928 

38 , 6^9 

k  .  657 

8,230 

10 , 595 

j  y  s  y 

3 ,525 

6,382 

4.77O 

1929 

'  37. 9^1 

4,687 

8,058 

10  ,c09 

3  -256 

6,555 

4,855 

1930 

39,067 

U.364 

8 , 325 

11  154 

3  >286 

6,336 

5  ,052 
y  y^  y— 

1Q31 

33.53? 

4  , 752 

8 , 428 

10,708 

3  ,205 

6,289 

5  , 150 

1932 

36,298 

It,  768 

8,058 

9  ,456 

3 , 197 

6 , 275 

4,54)+ 

1933 

35  514 

'4  -  337 

7,390 

9 , 495 

3,102 

5  .999 

4  , 1  91 

1934 

•  °!l.429 

4,876 

7 . 820 

8,914 

2  93c' 

5  ,575 

y  )  y  I  y 

4.309 

'  1Q35 

•*-y  Dy 

3?  609 

7  8C5 

8  2Q5 

2  913 

5  56^ 

4  029  ' 

j-y  j1-1 

J  ■  ,  -  J  ■ 

5  -50 

7  ,  QuQ 
1  }  y^y 

8.O87 

3 .039 

5  765 

4,404 

37  5ok 

5  87Q 

8  575 

y  y  '  y 

8 '  79*3 

3  302 

6  321 

4  6Q5 

1938 

37  35 6 

5  7""4 

y  i  1  — ~ 

8  274 

9  177 

3  2Q0 

6  619 

4,282 

1939 

38  343 

6,025 

8,514 

10 . 118 

3  326 

6,746 

4,114 

19  40 

39 . 695 

~>y  i    y  y 

6  298 

6,593 

1 0 ,  ''+15 

3  443  ' 

6,6l8 

4 , 323 

19^1 

41,873 

6,582 

9  ,058 

11,273 

3  ,453 

7,128 

4  384 

19^2 

48. 597 

7  -  3  'JS 

j.C  ,066 

2  3,890 

3,960 

8,45Q 

4,884 

19^3 

54,539 

8.223 

10,917 

16,000 

4,345 

y,648 

5,406 

19  44 

58,530 

'9,026 

11,722 

.17,009  ' 

4,635 

10,201 

5,887 

1945 

55)358 

8,380 

11,321. 

■16,772  ■ 

4,591- 

9,458 

5>336 

194.6 

.  55,530  . 

..  8,&9.. 

11,322 

16,384.  ;• 

.  4,528... 

8,890 

5,327 

19^7.  . 

55o2i 

9,117  ■ 

11,425 

16,556 

.  4  >j+67_ 

,3,432 

5,304 

Ta"ble  8.-  Chiokens  raided  on  farms,  United  States  and  regions,  1925-48 


1939 
I9U0 
1941 
1942 

1943 
I044 

19^5 
104fc 
1  c,'.- 


633.7 
.0 

3 

1.001.4 
832.1 

914.3 

7te.8 
745.4 

635 . 0 


Ilorl  h 
Atlantis 
Million 

67.9 

70  ,0 

74..3 

71  A 
77.7 

75  9 
79,5 
S3- 5 
70  J. 
77.8 
87.2 
75-6 
81  9 
85,0 
75-5 
85.5 
99-6 
127  9 
111  .4 

124.9 
92.0 
96  1 
36.1 


E.N. 

Central 
Million 
143.4 

lkS.6 
153.1 

143.9 

153 ,8 

156.3 
145.7 
152 . 6 

160,3 
133.7 

144,6 
152.5 
123,5 
131.4 

136  5 
X26..3 
143.3 
156.1 
184.I 
154.2 

176.3 
lip  f 

140  . 7 

116.6 


W.  N. 
Central 


Million 
l9S"'0 
205.3 
208.0 
202.0 
221.4 

230.3 
207.1 

210,3 
223 . 2 
137.0 
177.3 
193.8 
15^.3 
173,7 
192.7 

177.5 
211.2 

2.46.6 
286,2 

238.6 
253.9 

215 . 3 
216.1 

1.62.8 


South 
At]  antic 
'Million 

77.9 

32.2 

87.2 

76.9 

79.2 

81,3 

79-5 

39.5 

33.9 

..  7.3,4... 
74.3 
81.1 
70.7 


79.7 
72,9 
33.9 
90.7 
107.9 
93.1 

94.1 

8.1.1 
76.9 
71.4 


South 
Central 
Million 
137-5 
151.3 
160.8 
Ml.  3 
148.1 
152.6 
133.8 
149,0 

141.3 

129.3 
130.6 

142.9 
125.9 
133.9 

144.9 

127.0 
156.0 
179.4 

209 , 5 
167.4 

179.5 
153.8 

150  k 
135-5 


Western 


Million 


53.9 
6O.3 
67.0 

63.9 
70.8 

74.9 
62.4 

54.7 

57-9 

50.9 
52.8 

57-5 
51.2 

49.7 
57-8 

54.5 
65.O 

71.9 

85.9 
67u4 

81.1 
60.9 

02 . 6 
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Table  9.-  Commercial  broilers  produced,  United  States 

and  regions ,  1934-47 


Year 

:  United 
;  States 

;  North  : 
•Atlantic  : 

•  • 

•  • 

East  [ 
North  ; 
Central \ 

West 
North 
Central 

:  South  : 
.•Atlantic : 

South  : 
Central • 

"western 

1,000 

1,000 

1 , 000 

1,000 

i;ooo 

'  1,000 

1,000 

1934 

s  34,030 

6,360 

5,700 

1 , 700 

,13,200 

5,500 

1,570 

1935 

42,890 

7,345 

6,415 

1,800 

18,200 

6,650 

2,480 

1936 

53,15o 

8,660 

7,365 

1,930 

23,150 

8,750 

5,300 

1937 

:  67,915 

10,360 

7,970 

2,070 

32,100 

10,700 

4,715 

1938 

82,420 

12,110 

9,030 

2,280 

39,200 

14,150 

5,650 

1939 

105,630 

14,050 

10,650 

4,425 

50,600 

19,150 

6,755 

1940 

142,762 

17,000 

13,600 

5,125 

76,900 

22,516 

7,621 

1941 

191,502 

20,300 

17,350 

5,975 

107,660 

30,985 

9,232 

1942 

228,187 

24.600 

19,310 

6,725 

132,550 

33,835 

11,167 

1943  . 

285,293 

32^210 

24,405 

8,237 

162,800 

42,068 

15,573 

1944 

264,999 

29,164 

21,656 

7,270 

157,148 

36,741 

■  13,020 

1945 

345,598 

40,373 

26,905 

8,937 

204,769 

44,690 

19,924 

1946 

275,600 

31,452 

22,331 

7,441 

160,647 

40,365 

13,354 

1947 

2  83,091 

29,008 

22,175 

6,920 

170,295 

38,250 

16,443 

